



The History of King Lew. 

Alb, We will greet the time. 

Baft. To both thefe fitters haue I fworne ray louc, 

Each lealous of the other, as the fling are of the Adder, 

Which of them ihall I take, both one 
Or neither ; neither can be enioy’d 
Ifbothremainealiuc: to take the Widdow', 

Exafperates, makes mad her fitter Cjworill, 

And hardly (hall I carry out my fide 

Her husband being aliue. Now then wce’l vie 
His countenance for the battell, which being done 
Let her that would be rid of him deuifie 
His fpeedy taking off: as for his mcrcic 
Which he extends to Lear and to Cordelia, 

> ' The batcell done,and they within our power. 

Shall neucr fee his pardon r for my ftate 

Stands on me to dcfend,not to debate. Exii 

iStlarnm. Enter the powers of France oner the ft age, (for delta 

with her Father in her hand. 


■ Enter Edgar and Glofter . 

£<fr.Heere Father, take the fhadow ofthisbuftt 

For your good hoaft: pray that the right may thriae. 

If euer I returne to you againe, 
lie bring you comfort. 

Glo. Grace go with you fir. ^ 

Alarum and retreat. Enter Edgar. 

Ed<r. Away olde man, gtue me cliy hand, away, 

King Lear hath loft, he and his daughcer tanc: 

Giue me thy hand, come on. 

tf/o.No farther fir, a man may rot euen heet£ 

Edo. What in ill thoughts agen ? Men mutt endure, 

. Their going hence, euen as their comming hither, jJ 

Ripencffe is all come on. 

" Enter Edmttndjwitk Lear and Cordelia prifiners. , 

Baft. Some officers take them away, good guard, 

Vtuillthcir greater plcafurcsbeft be knowne . 
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That are to cenfure them. 

Cor. We are not thefirft, 

Who with beft meaning haue incurr’d the worft ; 

For thee oppreffed King am I caft dowhe, 

M” felfe coul^d elfe out-frowne falfc fortunes frowne. 

Shall we not fee thefe daughters.and thefe fitters? 

Lear. No, no, come let’s away to prifon, 

We two alone will fing like birds i’th cage : 

When thou doft aske me bleffmg.Ile knecle downe 
And aske of thee forgiueneffc .• fo weell Hue, 

And pray, and tell old tales, and laugh 
At gilded Butterflies, and heare poore Rogues 
Talke of Court newes, and weel talke with them too, 

Who loofes, and who wins ; whofc in, whofe out j 
And take vpon’sthe.myttery of things. 

As if we were Gods fpies r and weel wcare out 
In a walld prifon, packesand fc£is of great oncs,u • 

That ebbeandflawby rhe Moone. 
i?d/?.Take them away. 

Lear. Vpon fuch facrifices my Cordelia 
The gods themfelues throw incenfe. Haue I caught thee ? 

He that parts v<s fliall bring a brand from heauen. 

And fire vs hence like Foxes, wipe’thine eyes, • 

The good fliall deuoure em.fleach and fell, 

Er^ they fkall make vs wcepe ? Wccle fee cm ftarue firfl. Exit 

Baft. Come hither Captaine, hearkc. 

Take thou this note, go follow them to prifon. 

One ftep I haue aduaneft thee; if thou doft as this inftru&s thee, 
Thou doft make thy way to Noble fortunes ; 

Know thou this, that men are as the time is; 

To be tender minded docs not become a fword. 

Thy great employment will not beare queftion. 

Either fay thout do’t, or thriue by other meanes. 

Cap.l le doot my Lord. 

Baft . About it,and write happy when thou baft done, 

Marke I fay inftantly,and carry it fo 
As I haue fet it downe. 

- Cap 




